THE BANBURY CROSS PLAYERS

THE PLAY'S THE THING (wemrking +3idis)
8th - 11 November 1995

Now that Thee Caucasiarn Obaell CQirciwy 1s over we must start work
on the new play project. The first working session will Dbe

held on
Monday 9th September at the Mill at 7.45pm.

It is essential that everybody interested attend this meeting,
when we will go into the modus operandi in detail. However,
it some work must be done before then and so I am letting you
all have an outline of what it is all about now.

You will find enclosed notes which are intended as a starting

point for our work on the play. Nothing in them is
sacrosanct; they can be enlarged upon, added to or messed
about with in any way you like. The only fixed point is that

THREE(?) groups of people will work independently on different
aspects of the story and produce 1in effect three separate
plays which at a later stage I will meld into a whole.

Attached is a list of people (2t Foltow) who have indicated an
interest in this project and they are divided provisionally

into three groups. Not everyone wishes to take a part 1in the
production and some people have already been earmarked as
Directors. At this stage, however. I want you all to work

equally as script- writers.

If you wish to change from one group to another, please do so
by all means but make sure you let someone in both of the
groups involved, know what you are deing. (There 1s no need to
tell me). If you wish to recruit other members of the Society
into your group you may do so and pass on to them copies of
this literature. 1 would 1ike to know if you have dcne this.

I want you all to come to the meeting 1in September with an
outline {(preferably in writing) of one or more aspects of the
story which you would like vyour group to undertake. It would
be ideal if Groups could get together before the first meeting
and come to some consensus but if holidays make this
impossible bring your own individual ideas and I will give you
a chance to sort these cut with your group at the Meeting.

Finally, please bear in mind -

— this project will only work if each and every one of
you contributes to it and I would not be undertaking it
if T did not think you all had a contribution to make.

- like John West's salmon the guality o©f the finished
product will depend on what we leave out. You must be
prepared for the fact that at least fifty per cent of all
the work we all do will not be used.

See you in September.
TONY NEALE.



THE PLAY'S THE THING (wemeking title)

In 1943 the citizens of the small provincial town of BX¥iwxx
were intent on celebrating the end of the war. A Committee

was

formed to organise the event, under the chairmanship of

the local MP, Sir William Knowles. Sir William is a claret-
drinking socialist (at a time befcre this species was properly
identified). The following are notes made by Tim Stringer a
journalist on the local paper about the event.

i Willism gained considerable swupport in the ares
turing  the war  whern, serving on the  Cabinet wrnder

Churehilly b ohampdonsd the agricultural couse and
supported the maintenance  of farm subsioies. His

popmilarity 18 now on the wane by resson of the Feot that,
&8 a Juniocr Mini5ter in the Attiee govecomgnt, he is
charged with the pessege  Sheough  Farllament mf the
fortheoming Town ﬁnd Dountey  Planning RiIll, wmbdch  bhe
Lipcal Farmers i am Fhe First shep  towards the
naticnalisation of }and#

Sir William sees the victory cedabyat Iors A At
wpperrtunity  fo b » Nhigm image in the Commpunity and
Forces Ehrowgh & preopesal bo cowmission a  play From an
gatabd fahed  playwelight  to bw pesformed by Lhe  newldy

tituted local amateuwr oramatic scciety., In the Ffeoe
e congdderable opposition, he insists that the subject
matter of the play shHouicd e clesrly defined ano should
concere the Mailding of the canal through REfrxxy in the
1845 Century, Thim, e  thinks, will porteay the  fows st
the  bwginning of & 0 pericd of econopic prospecity and, s
ingtigator of the project, he will be foentified with an
gt imisd i ot ook for & RDrosperoes Futuee.

The wicar's daughter, Vite Srevis, ig consulted as o Aow
te proceed, as  she  Is Ancesrr bo e Pamebdistior Eh
HLFE : kg Foe bhe help of JTean Greatforest  with
ks hhw winrked on Yhe  wireless g neebd during  the waer,
Feods understocd dhat  JIesn ran ber  own theatee  company
back in the 1950z  ang iz abowt o oooern oa Dew company in
Mar st er., She  Is however Yfree’ st the  wmoment and,
through Vita she Jg8 engaged o wreite aed  direcd bhe res
Ll iy

Thee Smolrams o sot lock  Forward to Jean's arrival, since
they blame her For  bthe shelving of btheir plang to present

"Hay  Fewer” as  an  openimng  peoduct oo ard  wheo  she
arrives, Her Fowd  moutd s oishevel dea abbtire oo litdle
t wagee thelr Fears. They are sallified, howewver,
when Jean podints oult Chat Dowaed wak @ Romesesusd  whe use
the sltage a5 & platFforn  Fom which to castigate Family
values., Jean had  Intended This resark as & Fare art of
diplomecy beimg  the only goog things she could think to
say  aboul Qowar . Fk hhe Aedesos acoept It ss &

safutary warning ang now  regard the "Hay Fever” ideg as a
sulrversive  plot ony the  pard of e of  the voungee
member g, fay Redinsge, who bhas been the smost outspodes
sugper ey of  bhe prooian b o This dw & wanfelr oan Gay




(Tim was having an affair with Gay — TN) wher was soledy
motivated by o desire to play the Ingenus pert and wear &
bigpachent k.

Jean is now  liondsed Ly the  Awndrams, her language andd
attire b i rigy a i e BE NPT s i f arbishio

g oentricidy.

Lnlike the OSodeams, Sir Wiliiam hes  High bhopes of Jean
hefore she  aririves, Relwirng o reports that  she I @
2 pff bhe intellectusl left, he sees Iin her the {dwal
e b omedte wup the Ristory oof the canal In Buch & way
as  to put the  presest Government  poelicies In the best
tight, thereby assuring his own political FAubure. Wbyt
he  deoes not o realise ds bhad owlbural ol FFesemsres, FEe
stroanger Lhan  &ny political allegiance, &re  working
agetinst  any alliance betwsen hisself  and Jean. Foe @
glrart, it is clear thet Jesen does oob know gxactly what &
Yeanal? is. Ghe dogs not o associate the  word with  the
Prat? owhickh  ran along the end  of the streel of back-doe
hacks  in whickh she  spernt  her  deprived ochilchood  in
Rew btz d e . fMaet mihe  mece this connection, it fs uniikely
that she would have regerded the canal ey an wnparalleled
human achievengnt Jo bhe waonguaro of  economic prosoer iy,
wirce she bad actively, and sucressfully, campaigned For
the Filling-in of the Rochdele ocuwt on the ground that it
waAR @ otorlous  souece of  infection and & danger o
chiloren ~ three infant  members of her own Family having
rowmned it).  WhIlsd  dgnorant of the sxaot seening of the
e, Jean is wrwinced that  Id ds some Fnstooaent of -
" A

capitalisl oppr yoon® wene ke ¥ o ol asses. Thisg  view
sa\e g cwnee weorh e

Cigps I wes  From 8n i

MEPEPR ERLIENS LA G @t Ruskin Rollsge spoosoesd e bhe
WES,  This was entitied “Working Class Movements in Lhe
Early Ninsteenth Qentury and  thels Affect  on Thestrical
Design” &l consisted grit el v Lf wra b trd bt el
guictationg, including tée  Ffollowing by  Oobbeld ~ Yoce.s
while the poor creatures that raise the whest and the
barley and cheese and  Che mutton and the beef, are 1iving
prn potatoes,  an accursed carnasl o comes Kinddy theough bthe
parish o convey away the wheat and  all the good food bo
the tav-estess and thels atdendants in the Wen'.

miridat  onoa threes

Tearn  has beern  allocated the,  now obsolete,  airersid
migp Yt Fowe bhe Town MHall For use s & production ofFice
g Ras  chalked Cobbedt s words on the wall  behind her
sk . Bir William regards this as an  acl of saceilege,
gince the works of Cobbebdt are to Rdm 3o the nadure oFf &
Bibleg - i great wisdom, et Po be taken literally. He
im Further oisdliugioned on abtltending & reheasrsal of  the
play  to Fing  oa lecal  Farsmer, Massey Ferguson,  belny
gl aged by Jearn to dmprovise s speech éttacking  the
canal drn  the character of his I8th century counterpard.
Lindrbumated v, 88 Far as Sy WMillias g oconcermed, this
improvisgation comes out Fn virtually the same  words 88 &
speech made by the same gentlemen  shorbly before  at an
NFELE meseting,  attacking  the Goveenmgnt nationasl  rosos
programme, which iz to be a netural  Follow ap to She Towe




arng ountey Flanning Rill.

Unfortunately Tim gave up his account of events at this point
due to Gay breaking off with him because he was given a better

costume to wear in the play than she was. It dis also
unfortunate that, as a Jjournalist., Tim made his account
somewhat factual and left out all the gossip. We shall have

to put it back in.

In general terms we do know of certain other things that
occurred in connection with the production -

‘(a) Owing to Sir William falling out with the project, no co-
operation was given by the Town Council particularly with
rehearsal space and for some time rehearsals tocock place
in a haunted Mill in Bodicote.

(b} Considerable friction grew up between Jean and the Amdrams

due to her tendency to cast 'incomers" (ile people moved
to B¥*** from Londen to work in newly opened factories in
the area). Jean regarded these as 'real'" pecople.

(c) Jean also caused ructions by bringing in her own set
designer (an artist called Gamboge Tint). He upset Black
and Decker (first names not extant) the two willing guys
who always did the set and lighting, by making
"impossible'" demands on them - eg asking that the flats
be painted some colour other than green and refusing to
incorporate a French Windows into the set.

(d) The local Vicar, Rev Baleful Glance, was able to blackmail
Sir William into supporting the project once more by
bringing to light certain facts of local history
concerning Sir William's ancestors. In the first place
there was considerable evidence to support the view that
his predecessor Sir William Knollys in the sixteenth
century was the model for Shakespeare's Malvolic and
further more in the nineteenth Century his great. great,
great grandfather, Sir Jasper Knowles had been involwved
in a scandal concerning an orphan in the local Work House
upon which Charles Dickens was said to have based "Oliver
Twist".

NCTES concerning your Group's contribution:

(a) I hope you <can see that these notes offer scope for
chronicling the curious alliances that grow up in the
course of the production of a play and that these will
justify the project's secondary working title "Strange
Bedfellows".

{(b) You need not confine vyourself to incidents and characters
mentioned in these notes.

{¢) Your scenario may concern a single small incident and
cover a whole aspect of the story.

{d) It would help if you could centre your scenario on one or
two characters.

{e) Please do not bring your scenario to a resoclution. I will
write the last scene of the play.



