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Rudyard Kipling was an English writer,
perhaps best known for writing The Jungle
Book and his Just So Stories. A keen
imperialist and patriot, he enthusiastically
wrote poems and pamphlets that supported
England’s intent to restore Belgium, after it
had been occupied by Germany.
In September 1914, Kipling was asked by
the British Government to write propaganda,
on their behalf, for the war, which proved to
be very popular with the British public.
Kipling believed in
the fight and would often write statements
that ‘Britain was standing up for the cause of
good’. He had great disdain for those men
who dodged their duty to fight in the war. In
The New Army in Training (1915), he
concluded the piece by saying:

Kipling’s son, John, was commissioned as a
second lieutenant into the 2nd Battalion, Irish
Guards on 15 August 1914, having just turned 17.
After reports of the Rape of Belgium and the
sinking of the RMS Lusitania in 1915, Rudyard
came to see the war as a ‘crusade for civilisation
against barbarism’, and was even more keen that
his son should see active service.
John Kipling was at the Battle of Loos in
September 1915. He had just turned 18.

RUDYARD KIPLING

"... But what will be the position in years to come
of the young man who has deliberately elected to
outcaste himself from this all-embracing
brotherhood? What of his family, and, above all,
what of his descendants, when the books have
been closed and the last balance struck of
sacrifice and sorrow in every hamlet, village, parish, suburb, city, shire,
district, province, and Dominion throughout the Empire? ..."

WELCOME

Happy New Year to you all and welcome to our
first production of 2018 - an appropriate time for My
Boy Jack - commemorating 100 years since the
end of the First World War. Director, Helen
Watson, has stepped up to her first full length
production for BCP, having first directed our 2016
Festival Play, The Regina Monologues. Kerrie
McCormick is making her directing debut for BCP.
Another new directing face this season is Ray Atkinson who heads up
our April production, People by Alan Bennett. Already in rehearsal,
People tells the story of Dorothy living in a run-down stately home
which she can’t afford to maintain. She considers various options for
the future of the house - each with its own hilarious consequences.
Following our Festival success last year, John McCormick directs
Warm, Hot, Getting Hotter by Lou Treleaven for the one-act Drama
festivals at Lighthorne and Abingdon in June. Read through and
auditions for this play will be at The Mill, 7.30pm, on Tuesday 3rd April
2018. Do come along if you would like to be involved.

Director, Chrissie Garrett, takes on Martin McDonagh’s The Cripple of
Innishmaan in July. It’s 1934 in Innishmaan - a small island off the
West coast of Ireland - and life is turned upside down with the arrival
of a Hollywood film crew intent on making a film of local life.
BCP are always on the lookout for new members - actors, directors,
set design, backstage and technical crew. If you would like to be part
of this dynamic, creative environment – no experience necessary please do come along to one of our Tuesday evenings here at The
Mill, 7.30pm. See our website - www.banburycrossplayers.org.uk - for
details or have a chat with one of the Front of House staff tonight.
We thank you and our Sponsors for your continued
support and look forward to seeing you at future
productions.
Robin Williams
Chairman

SPECIAL THANKS TO
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COMING UP!

Hilarious,
moving …
and a little
bit naughty!

Scan the QR code to
book tickets today!
This amateur production presented by arrangement with Samuel French Ltd

SUPPORT ACT

GOLD CARD HOLDER
EIGHT TICKETS for LESS THAN
the price of SIX!
4 or 8 tickets - you choose which plays to use them for & how many!

PLUS




Exclusive Season Preview Evening Invitation
Free Quarterly Newsletter, Prompt Please
Advance Notification of News and Events

£32.00 / £63.00
See Front of House / Brochure for details

